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the bare necessities of life. I have been told time
and again by workers that they are in many re-
spects worse off than they were even under the card
system. Under that system they had at least their
allowance of bread, their daily meals at the factory,
and a few other commodities such as sugar and
occasional meat. With the lower, arbitrary prices
that the government charged the average worker,
he was actually getting then as much as he is get-
ting now.

From this it can readily be seen that although
Russia had more foodstuffs on the market, the
distribution is anything but ideal, not only because
of the scarcity of commodities but because the
benefits derived from this betterment are effective
only for the upper strata.

The only people who benefit greatly by the
improvement in production are the communists and
the more specialized workers, the technicians, and
the engineering group. Their lot is by far better
than it was five years ago, when the rouble was
almost worthless to them after they had used up
their card allowances. Now the rouble has as much
value to them as it has to anybody else, and they
have more roubles.

The government is making an effort to furnish